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Deploy
Auto Shutdown Manager via
Windows Group Policy

This tutorial will enable you to automatically deploy Auto Shutdown Manager to multiple
computers using a Group Policy Object.
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1. Preparation

1.1 Sharing the installation file

Please follow this instruction to automatically provision the Auto Shutdown Manager
Server settings to all client PCs right during the installation.

In order to deploy Auto Shutdown Manager you need to use the
AutoShutdownManager.msi contained in AutoShutdownManager.exe at
https://www.enviprot.com/en/green-it-software-downloads

Please copy AutoShutdownManager.msi to a directory of your choice (such as
\\%LOGONSERVER%\netshare\install$\asm), which must have at least read-access
rights for all clients. This will be your installation source from which each client should be
installed by calling the Auto Shutdown Manager.msi file.

Using the $ symbol in the share name will hide the share from view and users cannot
install it manually.

In this folder, create a new file called “server.ini”

It may just contain 2 simple text lines - without any comments or additions
b. As afirst line add the server IP Address or it's corresponding DNS name
c. Add the TCP-Port number to the second line

Now the server.ini file should look like (these values are just examples):
192.168.1.1
8088

Now you can install the clients in the common way you use for other *.msi deployments
from this defined shared folder. During the installation, the clients will look for the
server.ini file in the source folder and use its values to configure the server data
automatically. Once the installation is done, the clients will initiate the connection to the
server to retrieve their first configuration and settings data. Please be aware that this
process can take up to 15 Minutes.

From now on, all settings and configuration changes as well as installation of newer
updates can be done remotely from the server

Important to know for a successful configuration

If you deploy the Software via the Group Policy or another deployment tool please make
sure that the users (or user groups) have read access to the source folder!

If you are deploying via a windows service (without logged-in users), please make sure
that the target computers (domain computers) have read rights to the source folder.
Otherwise the provisioning will not work correctly.
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Background

Right after the installation completes, Auto Shutdown Manager will be started within the
context of the user who initiated the installation. Within this user context, Auto Shutdown
Manger then tries to access the source folder (where the MSI file came from) and tries to
read the server.ini file.

Please note

It is recommended that all drivers as well as the operating system are up-to-date.
Independent from Auto Shutdown Manager, incorrect or outdated drivers are the most
common cause for problems. In the case of Standby and Hibernation Mode, it is often
caused by outdated screen drivers. When rebooting the computer, it could take a while
before you can launch the tool. Before it is ready to being launched you receive the
notification ... Starting“. This is normal and desired as Auto Shutdown Manager deploys
its resources in a most efficient way.

1.2 Preparing AD Editing

In order to edit the Group policy Objects, the Group Policy Management Console makes it
easier to handle. Add a new Organizational Unit In “Active Directors Users and
Computers” add a new Organizational Unit such as “Software Deployment”.
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2. Active Directory Preparation

Within this Object right click, select ,new* and ,Group* to create a new Group Object,
name it after the software to be distributed for example “ASM” for Auto Shutdown

Manager.

_ioix]
<5 Fle Action View Window Help | 18] %]
- | OE B XEFRR 2 ERBVS
@ Active Directory Users and Computer JE T o e T e 1 o e
(] saved Queries = = e l
& @ Kot lervibrot ame vpe escription
(3 Builtin There are no items to shaw in this view.
[ [_:I Computers
(&3] Domain Controllers
[ [:] FareignSecurityPrincipals
([ users
LA
= Delegate Control...
Move...
Find...
New 4 Computer
all Tasks »  Contact
l::ew window Fi H InetOrgPerson
St MSMQ Queue Alias
Cut Organizational Unit
Nalaka Drinkay

New Object - Group B

@ Createin:  test.enviprot/Software Deployment

Group name:
| ASM

Group name (pre-Windows 2000):
| ASM

Group scope Group type
% Security

" Distribution

" Domain local
{* Global
€ Universal

Cancel

[ 1]

The Group should be created with the following parameters:

Groupname: “ASM”
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Group interval: Global
Group Type: Security

3. Creating the software package for Auto Shutdown Manager

After starting the Group Policy Management Editor (gpmc.msc) you should see a similar
screen:

%1 Group Policy Management =101

QE File Action View Window Help I;lilﬁl
«=» | an e TR 2@
3@ Group Policy Management test.enviprot
[=1- &% Forest: test.enviprot . " . . . :
‘% & Domains 2 Linked Group Policy Objects | Group Policy Inheritance | Delegation |
BRE=ct ot Link Order | GPO | Enforced | Link Enabled | GPO Status | il Fill
-~ Default Domain Policy 1 (55 Default Domain Policy No Yes Enabled ~ None

(&) Domain Controllers
(&) software Deployment
&} Group Policy Objects
=3 WMI Filters
() sites
- Group Policy Modeling

Group Policy Results

K 4 b W

Right click on the Domain Name, select “Create and link a GPO here” and name it “ASM”.

il x]
S5 File  Action  View Window Help [ 18] x|
e~ @ e FR@m
% Group Policy Management test.enviprot
[=I- &% Forest: test.enviprot - - - : . :
‘%@ Dernaing " Linked Group Policy Objects I Group Policy Inheritance I Delegation I
=Y TS = [ GPo [ Erforced [ Link Enabled | GPO Status [ WwMI Fi
& oo Link an Existing GPO... IE-E Default Domain Policy Mo Yes Enabled None
(&) 5ol Block Inheritance
Gre Group Policy Modeling Wizard. ..
B New Organizational Unit
8 Sites SIS
% Group Polic  Search...
{4 Group Polic  Change Domain Controller...
Remove
Active Directory Users and Computers...
View »
New Window from Here
Refresh
Properties
Help
«| | i
Create a GPO in this domain and link it to this container [
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x

Name: — fagM

| 0K I Cancel |

Group Policy Management Console ) x|

You have selected a link to a Group Policy Object [GPO). Except for
chanages to link properties, changes you make here are global to the GPO,
and will impact all other locations where this GPO is linked.

[ Do not show this message again

Now you should see the new GP Object on your screen.

57 Group Policy Management I = =] |
Jﬁ File Action VYiew Window Help | 18] x|
e | B@EXE| 2
Eﬁ Group Policy Management ASM
=143 Forest: test.enviprot ” - -
% @ Domains Scope I Delalls] Setkmgsl Delegatlonl
=129 test enviprot Links
Dipep ks st .
i play links in this location: =
1§ Default Domain Policy Ilesl.enwplol =
(&) Domain Controllers The following sites, domains, and OUs are linked to this GPO:
&8 Software Deployment Location [ Enforced [ Link Enabled | Path
Sroup oy Obecks test.enviprot No Yes test.enviprot
-5 WMI Filters EIR EEDNIPE
LB sites
{2 Group Policy Modeling | | _)]
{1} Group Policy Results |

Security Filtering
The settings in this GPO can only apply to the following groups, users, and computers:

Name l
Authenticated Users

Add... Remove I Properties I

‘WHI Filtering
This GPO is linked to the following WHI filter:

| <none> | Open I
| | |

In Security filter delete “authenticated users” and add the newly created group “ASM”.
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57 Group Policy Management

=101 x|
5 File  Action View Window Help |_.LJ- ] |
= | B&m B 2
% Group Policy Management ASM
= _ﬁ Forest: test.enviprot 3 - - -
=& Domains cope | Delalls] Setkmgsl Delegatlonl
=t @ test.enviprot Links
SR ASM Display links in this location:
&8 Default Domain Policy
(&) Domain Controllers The following sites, domains, and OUs are linked to this GPO:
‘@ Z‘:;tuwpa;;s:%?;;i:t Location ~ | Enforcedl Link. Enabledl Path
% WMI Filters @test. enviprot test.enviprot
(3 sites
(=} Group Policy Modeling < ]
= Group Policy Results i

Security Filtering

The settings in this GPO can only apply to the following groups, users, and computers:

Name =

ASM [TESTVASM)

Add... Remove

WHI Filtering
This GPO is linked to the following \WhI filter:

<none>

4 Gpen I

Now right click on the GP Object “ASM” and select edit.
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=
5 File  Action View Window Help l =
& = | xXB| 2
-JE- Group Policy Management ASM
= _ﬁ Forest: test.enviprot Seone I - - -
=& Domains P Delanls] Settmgsl Delegatlonl
= @ test.enviprot Links
% F|ay links in this location: ]lesl.enviplol |
(&) poi Enforced = following sites, domains, and OUs are linked to this GPO:
: v Link Enabled - -
<l Sof bcation ~ | Enforcedl Link Enabledl Path
Gro MR R test enviprot N ¥ test enviprot
-G8 wh . est.enviprol 0 es est.enviprol
View 4
Lg) sites New Window from H
@R Group Polic e Window from Here | _,]
: Group Polic  pelete i
Rename curity Filtering
Refresh = settings in this GPO can only apply to the following groups, users, and computers:
Help ame ~ |
w31 A5M (TESTAASM)
Add... Remove I Properties |
J
WHI Filtering
This GPO is linked to the following \WhI filter:
<none> j Open I
|open the GPO editor [ [

Select “Package” in computer configuration / software settings / software installation.

’i'ﬁl Group Policy Object Editor ,

=101 x|

File Action View Help

||| F B 2

3‘ ASM [SRY2003. test.enviprot] Polic
= Q Computer Configuration
¢ -[] Software Settings

& ASM [SRV2003.test.enviprot] Policy

Select an item to view its description. Name l

(Z windows Settings
-] Administrative Templates
=] gﬁ User Configuration

(L] Software Settings

(] windows Settings

(2 Administrative Templates

Computer Configuration
&User Configuration
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"fii Group Policy Object Editor ) = |D|§]

File Action View Help

e« | B0 FER|2E

_=Z_,$' ASM [SRY2003.test.enviprot] Polic | Mame | Version l Deployment state | Source |
E]@ Computer Configuration h ) —
LB ([0 software Settings There are no items to show in this view.

L Software installation
- @] Windows Settings
-1 Administrative Templates
=5 & User Configuration Paste
-] Software Settings Refresh
-] Windows Settings
&~ (1 Administrative Templates

View »

Arrange Icons »
Line up Icons
Properties

Help

Select AutoShutdownManager.msi in the shared directory (example:
\\%logonserver%)\netshare\install$\asm).

Look in: Ibasm ;I (€ il 0 e

&‘

My Recent
Documents

€

Desktop

4

My Documents

Autoshutdownmanager . msi

@
My Network File name: IAutoshuldownmanager.msi
Places

Open

Cancel

I

Files of type: IWindows Installer packages (*.msi)

Z

Click ,Open®

Select “advanced” to edit some more settings:
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Select deployment method:

€ Pubfished
" Assigned
o

Select this option to configure the Published or Assigned options,
and to apply modifications to a package.

| OK I Cancel

Go to Deployment and put a check mark into “Uninstall this application when it falls out of

scope of management”. All other settings can remain untouched.

AutoShutdownManager Propetties ] d

General Deployment lUpgradesI Categoriesl Modificationsl Secutityl

— Deployment type
€ Bublished

¢ Assigned

— Deployment options

IV | Auto-mstall this application by file extension activation

[V Uninstall this application when it falls out of the scope of

[" | Do not display this package i the Add/Femave Programs cortral
panel

™| Installithis application at logon

— Installation user interface options
" Basic

(& b awmum

Advanced... I

| 0K I Cancel

© 2022 EnviProt -The Power Saving Company

Page 11 of 16


https://www.enviprot.com/en/green-it-software-downloads
https://www.enviprot.com/

Deploy Auto Shutdown Manager via GPO @ E nViProt

The PowerSaving Company
Get your free 45 days trial version now!

"fi Group Policy Object Editor B = |D|ll

File Action View Help
¢ O FER | 2®

Z§ ASM [SRY2003.test.enviprot] Polic | Name / | version | Deployment state | Source |

= '@ Computer Configuration E—AutoshutdownManager 4.0 Assigned 115rv20034NETLOGONYinstalllasmia. ..
- =[] Software Settings

[ g Software installation
-1 windows Settings
i (1 Administrative Templates
=] & User Configuration

([ Software Settings

(] Windows Settings

-2 Administrative Templates

Now the package is ready for deployment!

4. Adding Clients

In order to add clients to the group, select the security group and click “add”.

51 Group Policy Management i = =] |
JES File Action View Window Help [ & x|
e = | 22
"515. Group Policy Management ASM
=) £ Forest: test.enviprot - - -
%, @ Domains Scope I Delalls] Settlngsl Delegatlonl
=129 test.enviprot Links
R ASM Display links in this location: i =
Default Domain Policy : Itest.enwplot J
{(€) Domain Controllers The following sites, domains, and OUs are linked to this GPO:
@ Z:;:;alszlitc):pcl)i’;;i:t Location ~ | Enforced | Link Enabled | Path
% WMI Filters Drestenviprot No Yes test.enviprot
(3 sites
{3 Group Policy Modeling | | 2
- - Group Policy Results '

Security Filtering
The settings in this GPO can only apply to the following groups, users, and computers:
Name

Add... Remove | Properties l

WHI Filtering
This GPO is linked to the following WHI filter:

<none> :_I Operr I

Go to “Members” and filter your domain computers.
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TEST',ASM Properties B x|

General Members IMember Of | Managed By |

Members:

Name | Active Directory Folder

Add... | Hemave |

| 0K I Cancel | Apply |

Select the types of objects you want to find.

=) Computers
[ €% Groups
O € Users

| 0K I Cancel

Select the computers to be added and click “ok”.
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Select User, Computer, or Group 3 ﬂ.’il

Select this object type:

IComputer Object Types... |

From this location:

Itest. enviprot Locations... |

Common Queries ]

Name: [Starts with | | Columns... |
Desciiption: [Starts with | |

atop

[" Disabled accounts
I Non expiting password

Days since last logon: | v |

0K Cancel
Search results:
‘Name (RDN) | InFolder |
LIS RY2003 test.enviprot/Do...

5. Distribution

The clients will automatically install Auto Shutdown Manager after 1-2 boot cycles. If you
would like to speed things up run “gpupdate /sync” in a command windows on each
client.

e CAWINDOWS'\ system32',cmd.exe i

Microsoft Windows [Uersion 5.2.37981
(C)> Copyright 1985-2883 Microsoft Corp.

C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator.WIN2883>gpupdate /sync_

During the next boot you will see a small window indicating the installation of Auto
Shutdown Manager.
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6. Uninstall of Auto Shutdown Manager on clients

In order to remove Auto Shutdown Manager from a client computer just remove the
computer from the ASM group.

Open the Group Policy Management Editor and go to security group.

=Ioix]
2 File  Action View Window Help ‘Jﬂﬂ
e« | am B2
B’E Group Policy Management ASM
=143 Forest: test.enviprot z = =
%@ e Scope |Deta|lsl Settings | Delegation |
=] @ test.enviprot Links
55 AsM Display links in this location: [test enviprot 4|

35 Default Domain Policy
)-(&) Domain Controllers
(&) Software D

The following sites, domains, and OUs are linked to this GPO:

a Group Policy Obects Location | Enforced | Link Enabled | Path
o % WMI Fiters @lesl.envlprol No Yes test.enviprot

Sites

& Group Policy Modeling él I I _PI
Group Policy Results 'l

Security Filtering

The settings in this GPO can only apply to the following groups, users, and computers:

Add... Bemove | Properties |

‘WHI Filtering
This GPO is linked to the following WMI filer:

]<none>

=l Open |
\ l

Double click “ASM”, go to “Members” select the computers to uninstall Auto Shutdown
Manager and click “remove”.
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TEST'ASM Properties i

General Members |Member 0f | Managed By |

Members:
Name Active Directory Folder
ESAY2003 test.enviprot/Domain Controllers
Add... | Remove I

[ ox ]

Cancel Apply

After 1-2 boot cycles of the client computer Auto Shutdown Manager should be
automatically uninstalled, indicated by a window during the boot process.

Please visit us at www.envirprot.com
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